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Introduction 

Thank you for your interest in participating in this research project. The following few pages 

will provide you with further information about the project, so that you can decide if you would 

like to take part in this research.  

Please take the time to read this information carefully. You may ask questions about anything 

you don’t understand or want to know more about. 

Your participation is voluntary. If you don’t wish to take part, you don’t have to. If you begin 

participating, you can also stop at any time. 

What is this research about? 

To inform the sustainable management of Victoria’s pipi fishery, we are undertaking a research 

project to address key knowledge gaps concerning Victorian pipi population’s demography and 

the degree of stock connectivity along the coastline. As part of this project, we are developing a 

connectivity model to assess pipi population connectivity (i.e. dispersal pathways) and stock 

structure to help inform monitoring and management priorities. As with any model, the more 

information we can build into the model, the more accurate the model will be. We are therefore 

seeking expert knowledge on where pipis are located along the Victorian coastline to help 

improve the modelling of pipi population connectivity. We are seeking the voluntary sharing of 

local knowledge about which Victorian beaches are home to pipis, and which ones are not. 

Who is involved in this research? 

This project is a partnership with researchers at the University of Melbourne and Deakin 

University, and with Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) and Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV). 

Researchers include Dr John Morrongiello, Dr Emily Fobert (University of Melbourne), Dr Eric 

Treml, and Dr Adam Miller (Deakin University) 

What will I be asked to do? 

Should you choose to participate, we ask you to complete an online survey (composed of 4 

questions), and indicate on a map on which Victorian beaches you can find pipis. For beaches 

that you have indicated do host pipis, we are also asking you to provide an estimate of the 

abundance on the beach, and the level of your confidence about your estimate. We understand 

pipi abundances are extremely variable within a beach landscape, but for this particular 

question we are only interested in the abundance at the beach scale. For example, it is not 
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relevant that there are lots of pipis at the south end of the beach, but none at the northern end, 

we just want to know that lots of pipis can be found at that beach. 

 

We estimate this exercise will take 5-20 minutes of your time, depending on how much 

knowledge you share. 

What are the possible benefits? 

Sharing your expert and/or local knowledge of pipi density estimates will improve our ability to 

predict pipi stock connectivity, and contribute to sustainable management of pipi fisheries. 

What are the possible risks? 

We do not anticipate any risks associated with participation in this survey.  

Do I have to take part? 

No. Participation is completely voluntary, and you can withdraw at any time. Data from 

incomplete surveys will not be saved or included in the analysis. 

Will I hear about the results of this project? 

 We will hold a stakeholder information session at project completion to disseminate results of 

our study to stakeholders, including survey participants, and research outcomes will be 

published in scientific journals. 

What will happen to information collected? 

The information collected will be confidential and will not be shared publicly, or among other 

participants. Only the research team at the University of Melbourne and Deakin University will 

have access to the data collected. Abundance estimates provided will be used exclusively for 

developing and improving the pipi connectivity model, and data will not be shared with any 

organisation or any person outside our research group. Data will not be attached to your 

personal details, as we are not collecting any personal information in the survey (i.e. stored data 

will not be identifiable). 

Who is funding this project? 

This project is funded by the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC). 

Where can I get further information? 

If you would like more information about the project, please contact the researchers; Dr John 

Morrongiello, john.morrongiello@unimelb.edu.au, or Dr Emily Fobert, 

emily.fobert@unimelb.edu.au. 

Who can I contact if I have any concerns about the project? 

This project has human research ethics approval from The University of Melbourne [ethics 

approval ID 2021-22165-21349-3]. If you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of 

this research project, which you do not wish to discuss with the research team, you should 

contact the Research Integrity Administrator, Office of Research Ethics and Integrity, University 

of Melbourne, VIC 3010. Tel: +61 8344 1814 or Email: research-integrity@unimelb.edu.au. All 

complaints will be treated confidentially. In any correspondence please provide the name of the 

research team and/or the name or ethics ID number of the research project. 
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