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Overview 

The background information has been prepared by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 

on behalf of the Lake Burrumbeet Futures Project - Project Partner Group. This report summarises emerging themes and 

what is known about Lake Burrumbeet for the purpose of providing background information and context to the Lake 

Burrumbeet Futures Project.   

 

The report provides a synthesis of feedback obtained from representatives of the Project Partner Group organisations – 

DELWP, Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation, City of Ballarat, Central Highlands Water, Country Fire Authority, 

Federation University, Friends of Lake Burrumbeet Inc, Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority, Lake 

Burrumbeet Ski and Boat Club, Parks Victoria, and Victorian Fisheries Authority. 

 

The Lake Burrumbeet Futures Project has been launched by DELWP to ask community groups, residents and visitors to 

help shape a long-term community vision, which will guide future management arrangement for Lake Burrumbeet.  If you 

would like to contribute or learn more, visit enage.vic.gov.au/lake-burrumbeet-futures 
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Cultural and historic values   

Lake Burrumbeet is part of the traditional lands of the Burrumbeet Balug clan, of the Wadawurrung people. 

The name Burrumbeet means “muddy water” in the Wadawurrung language. The lake with its sandy 

embankments, large sheltering trees, fresh water creek and rich plant and animal resources provided an 

excellent camp for the Wadawurrung people who were known to inhabit this area. Burrumbeet is part of the 

cultural fabric of the Wadawurrung people with ancient stories about this particular landscape surviving and 

informing the living Aboriginal culture that continues today.   

 

Lake Burrumbeet’s European cultural heritage can be traced back to 1838 when Thomas Learmonth and his 

brother took up the Ercildoune squatting run to the north of the lake. Land use surrounding the lake has 

predominantly been agricultural or pastoral since that time. As populations increased with the establishment 

of the town of Burrumbeet and the influx of people to the region due to the gold rush, the lake was 

increasingly used for recreation and in 1893 the Burrumbeet racecourse was formed. In the mid 1900’s the 

lake depth was increased by alteration to the weir, which resulted in a more permanent water holding basin.  

 

The key cultural and historical values identified by partners were:  

• Aboriginal sites, including scarred trees, artefact scatters, fish traps. A Cultural Heritage Assessment 

has recently been undertaken by Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation with funding from DELWP. 

• The protection of significant sites and scar trees is a priority.  

• The Lake is part of a significant cultural landscape, at the end of a seasonal travel route of 

Wadawurrung people. In addition, Wadawurrung people displaced from Ballarat during the gold rush 

were moved to the Lake. Particular sites are associated with specific legends and stories. A Country 

Plan is soon to be developed by Wadawurrung and there is great potential for visitor interpretation of 

cultural heritage.  

 

The Lake is close to the Avenue of Honour and early settler homesteads. Basalt foundations in the lake 

suggest European use, potentially as a quarry. The first European mail run is believed to have occurred from 

the south to west side of the Lake and the existence of foundations for a boat shed can be found near the 

boat ramp at the southern end. 

 

Natural values  

Lake Burrumbeet is a large open water body with a surface area of approximately 2400 ha. The lake is 

characterised by a sand and mud bed with lunettes and rocky outcrops. Lake Burrumbeet forms part of the 

Hopkins River catchment within the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority area. Flows from 

Lake Learmonth and Burrumbeet Creek to the north feed into Lake Burrumbeet.  An outlet structure controls 

and has modified the flow from Lake Burrumbeet into the Hopkins River system. The catchment of Lake 

Burrumbeet, including Canico Creek, Burrumbeet Creek and tributaries, has been highly modified for 

agricultural, residential and industrial purposes.  

 

The lake protects many significant flora and fauna species and their habitat. It is home to a significant 

remnant stand of River Red Gum, Eucalyptus camaldulensis. The River Red Gums and understory species 

Plains Sedge Carex bichenoviana, are associated with both the Plains Grassy Woodland Ecological 

Vegetation Class (EVC) and Plains Grassland EVC. Both EVCs have a bioregional conservation status of 

endangered in Victoria.  

 

The lake provides habitat for a range of species listed for protection. It is a potential breeding site for Brolga, 

Grus rubicunda, and other wetland species including Freckled Duck, Stictonetta naevosa. It is also an 

important site for Pelican, Pelecanus conspicillatus, and many other wetland bird species including migratory 

Key Values 
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species.  International conservation effort provides protection to migratory species through international 

bilateral agreements and through the Partnership for the East Asian- Australasian Flyway. A natural values 

assessment is currently being undertaken by staff at DELWP.  

  

The key natural values identified by partners were:  

• A site of geological interest in the western district which forms part of the unique lake system of the 

western volcanic plains.  

• Significant River Red Gums and remnant vegetation with revegetation efforts contributing to habitat 

restoration.  

• The Lake contributes to the wider landscape, being one of several large wetland systems across 

Western Victoria important for waterbirds and migratory species.  

• The Lake is also connected to the critically endangered grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plains.  

• Fish diversity is low due to the introduction of carp, however the site supports an eel fishery and 

some native species.  

• Historical drainage altered the Lake’s hydrology however, despite these changes, it remains a 

valuable water body in the region. 

 

Social values  

The recently released Local Area Plan (The Burrumbeet Plan – Our Community Towards 2040, City of 

Ballarat 2018) acknowledges that the serenity of Lake Burrumbeet and its abundance of wildlife are 

cherished by the people of Burrumbeet. The plan identifies the Lake is the heart of the area, acting as the 

centre of local community life as well as drawing people towards it from further afield for both passive and 

active recreation. It further notes the natural landscape of the area is valued by the community for its 

aesthetic beauty, with the lake existing as a significant and distinctive feature in the open landscape of the 

surrounding agricultural land.   

While Lake Burrumbeet falls within the City of Ballarat local government area it is important to note that the 

lake sits on the boundary of the Pyrenees Shire local government area.   

 

The key social values identified by partners were:  

• Amenity and ambience, with people appreciating the seasons, picturesque sunrises and sunsets, 

plus the variety of vistas.  

• A place to connect with nature, get outdoors and access a large freshwater lake  

• Recreational opportunities (both passive and active). The ability to undertake water based recreation 

is a particular drawcard.  

• Public open space close to an expanding community e.g. residential development near Lake 

Burrumbeet, specifically Lucas and Cardigan Village. This is likely to increase visitation to the Lake.  

• Lake Burrumbeet attracts visitors from the neighbouring community (within both City of Ballarat and 

Pyrenees Council areas), Ballarat, western Victoria, greater Melbourne and beyond.  

• Neighbors to Lake Burrumbeet come from a diverse and large area.  Close proximity to Pyrenees 

Shire Council and a large volume of neighbors exist on the Western side of Lake Burrumbeet.  

Adjoining landholders value being a good neighbour to the lake and having the lake be a good neighbour 

to them.  

• The area has limited visitor amenities. This was seen as either a positive or a negative. A former 

Caravan Park did exist on the South shore. Note- the scope of this project does not include the current 

Lake Burrumbeet Caravan Park) 

• Economic values including fishery, tourism, agricultural and water storage. 
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Key Issues and Risks 

Existing and potential challenges at Lake Burrumbeet identified by partners which may affect the Lake 

environment, cultural heritage, public safety, visitor enjoyment and amenity include:  

 

Public safety 

• Anti-social behaviour including rubbish dumping, destruction of cultural heritage and tree removal for 

firewood, vandalism of visitor infrastructure, illegal off-road driving, uncontrolled dogs (safety 

concerns) and disturbance to other users. Without adequate enforcement, this impacts public 

perception of the Lake and stops people from visiting.  

• Risks to public safety from aging trees and falling limbs. The eastern side of the lake (south of the 

racecourse) contains a plantation of senescing, mature pine trees. The River Red Gums are 

currently being monitored by DELWP in consultation with the Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation to 

minimise the risks to public safety and ensure hazards are dealt with appropriately.   

• A lack of formal fire pits and unattended campfires increasing the potential for fire escape.   

• Impacts both on and potentially from neighbours e.g. from visitors, fire, weeds. For example, 

adjoining landholders are being approached by the public for bogged vehicle recovery.  

• Safety on water, noting there are rocks in the lake which is why boating zones are identified. At a 

level of 1.1 metres below full, the lake speed limit is dropped to 5 knots. At a level of 1.6 metres 

below full, the lake is closed to vessels.  

 

Visitor enjoyment/ Amenity 

• Resourcing for maintenance by providing both the required funding and workforce, upgrades to 

visitor facilities (especially toilets), and compliance (especially on weekends).  

• Conflicting or competing use such as recreational use which impacts on natural values or active 

recreation competing with passive enjoyment.  

• Public access to the reserve, including seasonal or permanent road closures, pedestrian access to 

the shoreline around the Lake and access to the water. The quality of the road on the west shore is a 

concern and there are limited linkages to other visitor sites. On the south shore, less than a third of 

the beach can be accessed due to reeds.  

 

Environmental  

• Maintaining water quality and water regime. The lake can have high nutrient levels which can cause 

algal blooms in the lake from time to time. Also the flows to Burrumbeet Creek have been highly 

modified in recent decades.  

• Climate change impacts. During periods of drought the lake can dry out, generating challenges 

which may include colonisation by Fairy Grass, increased potential for fire hazard, fish death 

incidents, illegal use of vehicles on the lake bed, increased incidence of bogged vehicles and the 

loss of amenity and boating events (water activity).  

• Other threatening processes – habitat fragmentation, erosion from both illegal off-road vehicles and 

wave action against the shoreline, weeds and pests (particularly carp), and habitat disturbance from 

illegal activities, grazing or pugging damage.  
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Cultural heritage 

• Protecting sites of cultural significance, eg River Red Gums, scar trees and pine tree planation on 

Eastern side of lake 

 

Management arrangements 

• Confusion about who is managing what given there are multiple land managers and the roles and 

responsibilities aren’t clearly identified.  

• The timing and adequacy of fuel reduction at the reserve.   

• A lack of scientific data to inform us about the lake and provide evidence of change or threats.  

 

Future Uses 

Potential future uses at Lake Burrumbeet identified by partners include:  

• Visitor interpretation of the local ecology, culture and heritage, geology.  

• Conservation and environmental research, with the potential for a nature corridor or biolink across 

forest and grasslands or connecting drainage lines.  

• Cultural activities.  

• The involvement of schools and educational opportunities.  

• Paths linking to the Skipton Rail Trail and Cardigan Village.  

• A variety of recreational activities, subject to conditions and visitor infrastructure   

o Walking, cycling, bird watching  

o Bush camping, picnicking, fishing from the shoreline  

o Dog walking and hunting (with views for and against)  

o On and in-water activities e.g. swimming, boating.  

• Licensed use including commercial eel fishing, grazing and water extraction.  
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Timeline of Key Events and Milestones 

 

DATE EVENT/ MILESTONE 

Pre European settlement  Wadawurrung people are the Traditional Owners of the land at Lake Burrumbeet and 

recognised as the primary guardians, keepers and knowledge holders of Aboriginal 

cultural heritage.  

1838 European settlement reported to have commenced at Lake Burrumbeet with camping 

and squatting occurring around the Lake  

1840 Lake bed reportedly dry for several successive summers  

1982  Lake Burrumbeet recommended by LCC for permanent reservation for conservation 

which allows for uses including recreation, wildlife conservation, scientific study, water 

supply, drainage and conditional use for low intensity grazing and commercial eel 

fishing.   

2003  Lake Burrumbeet Master Plan developed by City of Ballarat (CoB).  Estimated cost for 

implementation was $1.8M  

2004  Lake dries completely  

2007  CoB review ongoing management arrangements of a dry lake and conduct community 

and stakeholder consultation on proposal to transfer management.  

2009 - MAY  The Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation (WAC), trading as Wadawurrung, was 

accorded Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) status on 21st May 2009. WAC was 

incorporated under The Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act 1976 to act on 

behalf of and represent the interests of all Wadawurrung people.  

2010  Lake Burrumbeet Management Statement – Drying Lakes released (DSE)  

2010 - 2011  Lake fills  

2011  Expressions of Interest to create a Committee of Management for the South Shore – 

no applications received  

2012 - FEB  Lake Burrumbeet Reserve Management Review Committee formed and Lake 

Burrumbeet – Current management and proposals (2012-17) drafted by CoB and 

DSE. Actions agreed to by CoB to be completed prior to surrender, plus 

new/emerging issues raised.  

2013  Land and Fire Division Project Plan prepared for Lake Burrumbeet (DEPI).   

2013 - OCT  Draft management statement sent to CoB who indicated support for the plan and 

requested discussion with DEPI regarding regulations and enforcement.   

2013 - NOV  Agreement on interim compliance arrangements for the 2013/14 summer was 

reached between DEPI, CoB and Vic Police (plus post program debrief).  

2014 - MAY  DEPI surveyed key lake supporters and users on draft management statement  

2015 - JUNE  Lake Burrumbeet factsheet released – Enjoying Lake Burrumbeet: Recreation at the 

lake reserve   
DEPI undertakes public consultation on Draft Management Statement identifying it as 

a 3-year interim management plan  

2015 - LATE  Blue green algae blooms, fish deaths (3 from Dec 2015 into early 2016).   

2016 – FEB  Carp harvesting undertaken (one-off with no intention to continually harvest).  
Carcasses removed near Caravan Park by CoB and its contractors.   

2016 - MAY  Lake Burrumbeet Carp Management Project reviews intervention options   

2016 - JUNE  Tree damage including registered scar tree felled. Cameras installed  

2018 - JUNE  DELWP commences Lake Burrumbeet Futures Project  

2018 - SEPT  Burrumbeet Plan: Our Community Towards 2040 released by CoB (project 

commenced 2016)  
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Legislative Framework Summary 

Regulations specific to Lake Burrumbeet were declared 3 May 1972 (Government Gazette No. 30). 
Within these regulations the manager of the lake can determine how the lake is used including the 
siting and authorisation of camping, fireplaces, public events and vehicles. 

The appropriate use of the lake, as guided by legislation and council local laws and regulations, is 
monitored by authorised officers from the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP), Victoria Police, Victorian Fisheries Authority, Game Management Authority, Aboriginal 
Affairs Victoria and the City of Ballarat. 

The key governance documents that direct management options for Lake Burrumbeet: 

❖ The Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 provides for the reservation, protection and management of Crown 

land and the appointment of committees of management. The lake and adjoining shoreline reserve of 

2,607 ha is Crown land permanently reserved for public park and recreation under this Act. See Box 1 for 

detail on the reservation recommendations. 

 

❖ The Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Regulations 2013 determines offences in relation to motor 

vehicles on public land. Under this Act, off road driving is prohibited. 

 

❖ The Ballarat Planning Scheme (see Box 2), Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 

1988 (FFG), and the Wildlife Act 1975 and associated regulations protect native flora and fauna. The 

lake is a potential breeding site for the FFG listed Brolga, Grus rubicunda, and other FFG wetland 

species including Freckled Duck, Stictonetta naevosa. 

 

  
BALLARAT PLANNING SCHEME 

 
 

Lake Burrumbeet is zoned Public Park and Recreation under the City of Ballarat Planning 
Scheme.  The Environmental Significance Overlay and the Significant Landscape Overlay provides 
for the protection of vegetation by making it an offence to destroy living or dead vegetation without 

a permit.  City of Ballarat have considered a potential amendment to the Environmental 
Significance Overlay, underpinned by research. An Erosion Management Overlay applies to the 

edges of the lake to protect against inappropriate earthwork activities. 

 

 

 
 

RESERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The Land Conservation Council (LCC) was established to conduct 

investigations and make recommendations relating to the protection and ecologically sustainable 

management of public land. Lake Burrumbeet was included within the Ballarat Study Area Report 

1982 (LCC 1982), and was recommended for permanent reservation under section 4 of the Crown 

Land (Reserves) Act 1978 for conservation which allows for uses including: recreation, wildlife 

conservation, scientific study, water supply, drainage and conditional use for low intensity grazing, 

and commercial eel fishing. 
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❖ The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 protects nationally listed threatened 

species, migratory species and ecological communities. The remnant vegetation around Lake 

Burrumbeet is associated with the Victorian Volcanic Plain (VVP) ecological communities of Natural 

Temperate Grassland and Grassy Eucalypt Woodland. Both of these communities are listed as critically 

endangered under this Act. 

❖ The Fisheries Act 1995, Wildlife Act 1975 and Game Management Authority Act 2014 provide for the 

protection and legal take of certain fish and game species. In areas of the lake reserve where hunting 

is permitted, this must be in accordance with the Firearms Act 1996. 

 

❖ The Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 protects Aboriginal cultural heritage and defines areas within 200m 

of the shoreline of the lake as areas of high Aboriginal cultural sensitivity. All Aboriginal places in 

Victoria, registered or unregistered, are subject to this Act and associated regulations, which provide 

for the protection and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage. Registered Aboriginal Parties 

(RAPs) hold decision-making responsibilities for protecting Aboriginal cultural heritage in specified 

geographical areas. The RAP for Lake Burrumbeet is Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation (see Box 3). 

The Commonwealth’s Native Title Act 1993 also recognises and protects the traditional rights and 

interests of Aboriginal people. 

 

 

❖ The Heritage Act 1995 protects historic non-Aboriginal heritage.  

❖ The Marine Safety Act 2010 provides for the regulation of vessel activities and appointment of 

waterway managers. The City of Ballarat are the waterway manager for Lake Burrumbeet 

under this Act (see Box 4). 

 

  

WATERWAY MANAGEMENT 

 

 

The City of Ballarat, as the designated waterway manager for 

Lake Burrumbeet, is responsible for the safety of boating activity on waterways under their control. Lake 

Burrumbeet is shallow and low rainfall can affect the volume of water in the lake. The City of Ballarat, in 

conjunction with the Lake Burrumbeet Ski Club, monitor and record lake water depth as a ‘level below full’ 

to ensure public safety around use of speed boats and skiing. 

   

CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT 

 

 

The Wathaurung Aboriginal Corporation (WAC), trading as Wadawurrung, is the Registered 

Aboriginal Party (RAP) for Wadawurrung country. As such, WAC has a statutory role in the management 

of Aboriginal heritage values and culture within the region and their responsibilities include evaluating 

Cultural Heritage Management Plans, providing advice on applications for Cultural Heritage Permits, 

making decisions about Cultural Heritage Agreements, and providing advice or application for interim or 

ongoing Protection Declarations. 
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How can I find out more?  

If you would like to learn more about the Lake Burrumbeet Futures Project or would like to get in touch with 

the project team, we would love to hear from you.  

 

Lake Burrumbeet Futures Project team  

engage.grampians@delwp.vic.gov.au  

Phone 136 186  

 

We'll be out and about at Lake Burrumbeet and in the communities surrounding Lake Burrumbeet during 

February and March 2019. Please look out for us and come and share your views.  

Don’t forget to complete the survey by scanning the QR code below or visit engage.vic.gov.au/lake-

burrumbeet-futures by 31 March 2019. 

 

 

 

 


