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Parks Victoria wishes to thank everyone who 

provided comment on the plan to allow non-

powered watercraft such as kayaks and canoes to 

use a section of Devilbend Reservoir for recreation.   

Background 

A five-week community consultation period was held 

from late February to 24 March 2017 to seek input 

on how to best implement the plan for limited on-

water access.   

We sought to:  

 Inform the community and stakeholders of the 
plan to allow limited on-water access by non-
powered watercraft 

 Identify and communicate any associated issues  

 Seek advice on suitable areas and types of 
watercraft to permit 

 Communicate the need for an amendment to the 
Devilbend Natural Features Reserve management 
plan to allow rezoning of parts of the water body 
for on-water access 

What we heard 

We received 96 submissions from a variety of 

stakeholders including park users, community 

groups, peak bodies and community members. This 

feedback has provided us with valuable information 

and an understanding about what is important to 

you and what issues need to be addressed in order 

for on-water access to be successful. 

The majority of respondents were in support of on-
water access: 

 81% of submissions were supportive of on-water 
access  

 19% were opposed to on-water access 

 

 

 

Respondents opposed to the plan listed several key 
reasons for their opposition: 

 Negative impacts on wildlife, including the Blue-
billed Duck and other waterbirds 

 Lack of staff and resources for education 

 Capacity to enforce park regulations 

Respondents in support of the plan listed several 
key reasons for their support: 

 Increased opportunities for nature based 
recreation, fishing and education programs   

 Improved fishing opportunities which are 
inadequate due to dense aquatic plant growth near 
shorelines and the fishing pontoon  

Next Steps 

Parks Victoria will; 

 Amend the management plan and allow limited on-
water access for non-powered watercraft from 
Saturday 2 December 2017  

 Develop a “code of behaviour” for on-water users, 
in addition to interpretive and regulatory signage, 
park patrols, community engagement and 
education, to ensure adherence to the desired on-
water behaviour 

 Define the area permitted for on-water access and 
that excluded from on-water access with marker 
buoys and signage (see map) 

 Allow managed vehicle access by permit to the 
existing informal boat launching area to ensure all 
abilities access 

 Seek funding to deliver the required facilities 

 Continue to engage with peak bodies and groups to 
address environmental concerns, to assist in 
monitoring impacts on Blue-billed Duck and to 
determine the design and style of launching 
facilities 

 

For further information please contact us via 

info@parks.vic.gov.au or 13 1963
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