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VRFish, the peak body representing recreational fishing in Victoria, is inviting interested fishers to provide 
expressions of interest to form part of a Victorian Fisheries Authority focus group examining the current state of 
knowledge on the sand flathead fishery in Port Phillip Bay and discussing options for future management of the 
fishery. 

Background information
Port Phillip Bay is home to a significant population of the sand flathead (Platycephalus bassensis). Sand flathead 
was once both a large commercial fishery and the largest recreational fishery in Port Phillip Bay in terms of 
numbers of fish taken. Sand flathead continues to be a popular recreational species both as a target and bycatch 
species. The subpopulation of sand flathead in Port Phillip Bay has experienced a major decline over the past 
18 years coinciding with a period of prolonged drought in Victoria during 1997-2009. Continued low levels of 
recruitment have occurred, and as a result while the population has stabilized there has been no clear sign of 
recovery.

A focus group will be formed to share and discuss the available knowledge and science on the sand flathead stock 
in PPB and the factors thought to influence their abundance and the performance of the fishery.  This will lead the 
way to discussions around the future prospects and management objectives for the fishery. 

Focus group participation 
Following an Expression of Interest (EOI) process, recreational fishers will be selected to participate in a focus 
group. To be considered for the focus group, applicants must: 
• be able to participate in a focus group meeting in Melbourne on the evening of 23rd May 2018
• have an interest in recreational fishing, and sand flathead fishing in Port Phillip Bay
• be willing to constructively and collaboratively contribute to discussions on the future of the fishery
• have the capacity to share information and outcomes with the broader recreational fishing community

To submit an EOI 
The EOI process will run for 2 weeks from the 20 March 2018 and close at midnight on 8 April 2018. All successful 
applicants will be notified by 18 April 2018. Unfortunately, as places on the group are limited, not everyone that 
applies will be successful. VRFish is however committed to sharing the outcomes of the group and hopes to offer 
similar opportunities for involvement in the future. 

To submit an EOI, please following the link below to complete the survey and EOI questions: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VRFishsandflatheadsurvey

Questions?
If you have any questions about this EOI or the survey, please email Michelle Wenner at michelle@vrfish.com.au. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VRFishsandflatheadsurvey

